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Sky-Born Music                                     words by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

               Music by Gwyneth Walker 

       

 

Illuminare                                                                    Elaine Hagenberg 

 

 I. Splendor 

 II. Caritas 

 III. Nox 

 IV. Munera Pacis 

        Tenor Soloist, Jackson King 

 V. Illuminare his 

 

Intermission—Mark Stern 
Rigaudon — Andre Campra  

Aria — Flor Peters 

 

 

Down in the River to Pray              arr. Eric Nelson 

 

 

The Parting Glass                 arr. Garrett Breeze 
 

 

 

Our thanks to chorus member Kathryn King Coleman and to the Jesse T. & Jodie E. King Foundation 

for underwriting the cost of the orchestra for this performance.  

 Their support of this concert is given in memory of Kathryn’s brother, Rev. John T. King. 



Texts & Translations  

Let me go where I will, 

I hear a sky-born music still: 

It sounds from all things old, 

It sounds from all things young,  

From all that’s fair, from all that’s foul, 

rings out a cheerful song.  

 

 

 

Let me go, let me go, let me go where I will… 

 

 

 

It is not only in the rose,  

It is not only in the bird,  

Not only where the rainbow glows, 

Nor in the song of voices heard,  

But in the darkest, coldest things,  

There always, always, something sings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is not in the stars alone,  

Nor in the budding flower,  

Nor in sweet nature’s mellow tone,  

Nor in the rainbow shower,  

But in the mud and dirt of things,  

And in the daily flow of things, 

In the deepest, darkest, coldest things, 

There always, always something sings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hour by hour, day by day,  

The stream of life bears me away. 

Though I shall travel where're I will, 

Yet I will hear this music still.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson (G. Walker, alt.) 

from The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson (1904) 

Sky-Born Music 



Texts & Translations (cont.) 

I. SPLENDOR 
SAINT AMBROSE (340-397) 

Splendor paternae gloriae,  

de luce lucem proferens,  

lux lucis et fons luminis, 

diem dies illuminans.  

 

Splendor of God’s glory, 

brings forth light from light, 

light of light, light’s living spring,  

Day, all days illuminates.  

Caritas abundat in omnia,  

de imis excellentissima 

super sidera,  

atque amantissima in omnia,  

Quia summo regi 

osculum pacis dedit.   

 

Love abounds in all,  

from the depths most excellent 

to beyond the stars,  

and loving toward all,  

she has given the highest king  

the kiss of peace 

II. CARITAS 
HILDEGARD VON BINGEN (1098-1179) 

III. NOX 
AURELIUS PRUDENTIUS CLEMENS (348-413) 

Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison  

 

Nox et tenebrae et nubila, 

confusa mundi et turbida, 

Caligo terrae scinditur, 

percussa solis spiculo.  

 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy 

 

Night and darkness and fog, 

confused orld and turmoil, 

Dark gloom tears the earth,  

beats and stabs the sun.  



Texts & Translations (cont.) 

IV. MUNERA PACIS 
SAINT GREGORY (540-604) 

Ecce jam noctis tenuatur umbra, 

Lux et aurorae rutilans coruscat: 

Supplices rerum Dominum canora 

Voce precemur: 

 

Ut reos culpae miseratus, omnem 

Pellat angorem, tribuat salutem, 

Donet et nobis bona sempiternae 

Munera pacis.  

 

Behold, already night and shadows taper off 

Light and dawn sparkle and quiver 

We humbly beg the Lord through song 

Our voices pray: 

 

Though we are guilty, view us with compassion 

Banish anguish, bestow health 

Grant us everlasting goodness 

Give us peace 

V. ILLUMINARE HIS 
CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH (Luke 1:68-79) 

Illuminare his qui in tenebris 

et in umbra mortis sedent: 

ad dirigendos pedes nostros in viam pacis. 

 

 

Illuminate those in darkness 

and in the shadow of death are seated 

direct our footpath in the way of peace 

John 14:27 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you: not as the world giveth, give I to you.  

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  



DOWN IN THE RIVER TO PRAY 
 

As I went down in the river to pray,  

studying about that good old way,  

and who shall wear the starry crown,  

good Lord, show me the way.  

 

O sisters let’s go down,  

down in the river to pray.  

 

Deep river,  

my home is over Jordan.  

Deep river, Lord,  

I want to cross over into campground.  

 

O don’t you want to go to that gospel  feast, 

that promised land where all is peace? 

 

Texts & Translations (cont.) 



THE PARTING GLASS 
 

Of all the money that e’er I had I spend it in good company.  

and all the harm that e’er I’ve done alas, it was to  none but me. 

and all I’ve done for want of wit to mem’ry now I can’t recall.  

So fill to me the parting glass, good night, and joy be to you all.  

Of all the comrades that ere I had, they’re sorry for my going away.  

And all of the sweethearts that ere I had, they wish me one more day to stay.  

But since it falls unto my lot that I should rise while you should not 

I will gently rise and softly call: “Goodnight and joy be to you all” 

Fill to me! Fill to me the parting glass and drink a health what e’re befalls 

Then gently rise and softly call: “Goodnight, and joy be to you all”  

Texts & Translations (cont.) 



Program Notes 
Sky-Born Music 

A short flute introduction of music floating across the sky opens “Sky-Born Music.” The poet 
(Emerson) writes that music is heard not only in places of beauty, but also in the mud, the 
dark, in the daily flow of things. For there, always, somethings sings.  

- Gwyneth Walker 

 

Illuminare 
Illuminare is Elaine’s first extended work, consisting of five movements for SATB chorus and 
chamber orchestra. Using lesser-known sacred Latin texts, the five sections create a narrative 
arc with common thematic material woven throughout.  

With a majestic and bright opening in D major, Illuminare begins with a radiant flurry of 16th 
notes representing the entrance of Light. Then the voices enter in powerful unison, and the 
Ambrosian hymn text bursts into a punctuated and joyful “Gloriae” section. As the music 
turns to a softer legato passage, a portion of the peace theme is revealed in the cello—a theme 
that will emerge several times throughout the work. The music then returns to the joyful 
rhythmic momentum of the beginning.  

The second movement features the women’s voices and portrays a tender season of beauty. 
The elegant words of Hildegard von Bingen hearken back to an image of Eden—a time of 
goodness and purity. After a slow and gradual ascent to the word “pacis” (peace), a brief mo-
ment of the peace theme gracefully reappears in the cello, concluding with serene sustained 
tones.  

Movement three takes a dramatic shift. Sensing an ominous shadow on the horizon, the choir 
sings the traditional Kyrie text (Lord have mercy). Then, a percussive B-minor blast of fury 
disrupts the world as the text turns to “Nox et tenebrae” (night and darkness). Accented 
rhythms and mixed meter further create chaos, confusion, and despair.  

In movement four, the darkness begins to fade and the peace theme emerges once again, yet 
this time lingering in a minor mode. The shadows of the night clear away and the choir         
ascends to the word “Lux” (light). Yearning for the peace they once knew, the singers plead a 
heartfelt prayer, culminating in a dramatic crescendo to “munera pacis” (grant us peace). 
Then, suddenly, the music becomes still and calm. The peace theme that has been whispered 
throughout the work is finally revealed to be the voice of Christ gently assuring us: “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to you.” The orchestra swells to affirm these comforting 
words, then concludes by echoing the beauty of movement two—now with a new hope of an 
even greater peace.  

At the arrival of the final movement, joy is restored as the orchestra gradually returns to ful 
force. Energetic rhythms support the soaring vocal lines as the choir sings from the prophecy 
in the Canticle of Zechariah: “illuminare his qui in tenebris” (i luminate those in darkness). 
Then a return to brilliant D major and rhythmic material from movement one blaze forth to 
declare: Light has triumphed to guide us toward a brighter future 

- Elaine Hagenberg 



Dr. H. Morris Stevens, Jr—Conductor  

 Dr. H. Morris Stevens, Jr., is the Director of Music Ministry at St. Theresa Catholic 

Church in Austin, Texas.  In May 2020, he retired from St. Edward’s University where he served 

for 13 years as Head of the Music Department. While at St. Edward’s University, he founded the    
Masterworks Project, which became a leading Community Outreach Music program consisting 

of a large Chorus and full Orchestra.  During those 13 years, the Masterworks Singers toured 
every two years, and gave concerts in such countries as Ireland, Scotland, Spain, Portugal, 

Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland.   

 Dr. Stevens is recognized as a clinician/conductor of Honor Choirs in many states and 
adjudicates choral competitions nationally.  Throughout his career he has commissioned many 

new choral works from outstanding composers.  The Masterworks Singers have so far,       

commissioned four major works with the support of the Edward D. Anderson Fund. 
 Dr. Stevens is most proud of his wonderful family, his wife Polly, his children, Sarah, 

Patrick and Rebekah, their wonderful spouses, and his six grandchildren, Ruaridh, Evie, Birdie, 
Margot, Murray, Ruby Dru. & #7 coming this summer. 

Susan Neff, Pianist 
 Susan Neff spent 32 years in the music/choral classroom retiring from public school 
teaching in 2014.  Her next three years she accompanied choirs in various school districts and 

supervised music student teachers at the University of Texas.  She returned to the private 
school classroom for 3 years as the choral/piano teacher at Hyde Park High School. She now 

continues to accompany and consult for school choir programs. She is also a pianist for the 

9am choir at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Austin, Tx.  She lives in Pflugerville where she 
loves spending time with her grown sons David and Mark, daughter in law Lindsey, Ashley 

and special Mimi time with her grandsons Dylan & Carter.  

Mark Stern,  Organist  

 Mark Stern is a native Austinite and has lived in Central Texas his whole life. He joined 

the Masterworks Singers in the Fall of 2016 and has been a tenor in the group ever since.        

He has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, with a minor in Music, and a Master of Arts in                
Psychological Research. During his undergraduate education, Mark studied organ with           

Dr. John Schmidt and is currently studying organ privately with Dr. Eun Joo Fierro.               
 Mark is Assistant Professor of Instruction in the Department of Psychology at Texas 

State University and teaches a variety of classes, particularly in the cognitive psychology field. 

In addition to his work at Texas State,  Mark is the Organist at The Church at Highland Park & 
Associate Organist at St. Theresa  Catholic Church. 

Conductor & Accompanists 
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Open Invitation to join Masterworks Singers  
The Masterworks Singers organization is a community of individuals who love the 

best of choral music. Since its beginning, it has never excluded anyone who 
wished to experience the joy of sharing the exploration of choral music with 

friends. We have the mission of peace through the beauty of music. We continually 
invite all individuals who wish to share in this mission and joy of music making to 

consider joining. To be included in the Masterworks Singers mailing list, please 
email Dr. Morris Stevens at  

 

morris_stevens@masterworkssingers.org 

 

Donation QR Code  
 

Scan QR code or head to 
www.masterworkssingers.org   

for digital donations 


