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PROGRAM

Kyrie from Messe “Cum Jubilo” (Concert #1) Maurice Durufle

Organist—Jean Farris Fuller

O Love Elaine Hagenburg

Aeterna Via

Elaine Hagenburg | Premiere Performance

~please refrain from clapping until the end of the performance~

1. Anticipation
2. The Farewell
3. Setting Out
4. Boundless
5. Gone Beyond
6. The Plea

7. Homeward

Intermission
Fugue in E-flat “St. Anne” (BWYV 552) J.S. Bach
Organist—Mark Stern

Je Vous Salue Marie Fr. Jean-Baptiste e la Sainte Familie
Cortege et Litanie (Concert +#1) Marcel Dupre
Ave Maris Stella (Concert #2) Nicholas de Grigny

IV. Grand Jeu (Concert #2)

Organist—Vincent Pham

You Do Not Walk Alone Elaine Hagenburg



PROGRAM NOTES

Words from Elaine Hagenberg:
O Love

“O Love” was inspired by the words of Scottish minister, George Matheson in 1882.
Blinded at the age of nineteen, his fiancé called off their engagement and years later,
as he remembered his heartache and loss, he penned the words to this hymn. My
setting has given his words a fresh melody, which uses hopeful ascending lines
representing renewed faith. Even though there are lingering dissonances, they remind
us of past heartache, the beautiful promise remains: “morn shall tearless be.”

Aeterna Via

There is a road that winds through anticipation and wonder, exhilaration to
disorientation, and ultimately—toward home. Aeterna Via (The Eternal Way) traces
that journey across seven movements. With a cinematic flow, the music unfolds
seamlessly from one movement to the next, as choir and orchestra share equally in the
role of storyteller, and each movement is titled to mark a new stage of the journey.

The texts are drawn from diverse sources, offering poetic reflections of our shared
human experience, expressed through the ordered reason of the philosopher, the
luminous vision of the mystic, and the raw human emotion of the psalmist.

The opening movement, Anticipation, begins beneath a hushed, expansive night sky.
Sustained orchestral tones create a sense of vast stillness, while rising gestures open
into a sense of wonder and expectancy. The text from the Roman philosopher Boethius
interweaves Latin and English, revealing a universal awe that transcends time and
place. The music evokes wonder as the horizon stretches wide, rich with possibility.

The second movement, The Farewell, is inspired by the Scottish blessing tradition of
sending a loved one forth on a journey. A violin melody emerges first, followed by the
choir, carrying the tender ache of parting, grounded in the quiet strength of those who
remain. As the music expands into a swelling key change, the traveler steps across the
threshold, leaving home behind. The soaring dissonance and descending lines of those
left behind give way to sustained treble voices, gently fading into a final farewell.

Without pause, the third movement, Setting Out, captures the exhilaration of
departure. Driving rhythms propel the music forward as the choir enters with a
robust, forte litany by Mechthild of Magdeburg. Raw open harmonies and surging
rhythms carry the music onward with fearless momentum as the traveler sets out,
drawn to the thrill of discovery.

(continued on page 4)



PROGRAM NOTES (CONT.)

Aeterna Via

The fourth movement, Boundless, opens with sweeping melodic lines in the orchestra
that rise and fall, dip and soar. As the music grows increasingly expansive, carried
forward like wind in the sails, the choir enters, conveying the exhilarating sense of a
world opening wide and the awe of encountering something vast for the first time.

The fifth movement, Gone Beyond, draws on themes from the opening, once again
beneath an expansive night sky, but now shadowed by foreboding dissonances that
shift toward caution. As the traveler feels far from home and senses danger draw near,
the choir cries out “Timor et tremor...” (fearfulness and trembling have come upon
me), while the bass drum pulses beneath the texture like a terrified heartbeat, driving
the music with relentless intensity. At the moment of greatest uncertainty, the music
stops, and a solo violin recalls the Scottish farewell from Movement II, offering a quiet
remembrance of home—and the assurance that we are never too far gone to turn
homeward.

The sixth movement, The Plea, finds the traveler standing alone—lost, longing for
home, yet uncertain how to return. The text draws from Psalm 55: “And I said, Oh that
I had wings like a dove! Then I would fly away and be at rest.” The word volem (“to fly
away”) rises in ascending vocal lines, capturing the ache of yearning and the
desperation of the plea.

The seventh movement, Homeward, continues the story as moments of uncertainty
gradually give way to the return of familiar melodies, like distant voices calling us
home and revealing the path little by little. As the journey turns toward its destination,
the Boethius text from Movement I returns, bringing the work full circle. As the
ending comes into view, “Te cernere finis”—“to see you is the end and the beginning”
—suggests that this journey may be more than physical, inviting reflection on a deeper
longing for a true home where even the most weary heart may find rest.

You Do Not Walk Alone

In the Irish tradition, blessings are heartfelt wishes for well-being, often shared at
weddings, family gatherings, before a journey, and during other special occasions.
This sentiment comes to life in You Do Not Walk Alone through a traditional Irish
blessing and subtle text painting, reminding us that "when the shadows fall, you do not
walk alone." Drawing inspiration from Celtic musical elements, I crafted a simple
melody that rises and falls like the rolling Irish hills, while delicate folk rhythms gently
grace the scene. As the voices and piano gradually build, they unite in a moment of
solace, offering comfort in times of uncertainty.



TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS

O LOVE
O Love that will not let me go, O Joy that seeks me through pain,
I rest my weary soul in thee; I cannot close my heart to thee;

I give thee back the life I owe, I trace the rainbow through the rain,

That in thy ocean depths its flow And feel the promise is not vain, That
May richer, fuller be. morn shall tearless be.
- George Matheson
AETERNA VIA

1. Anticipation

Ancicius Boethius (c. 480-524)

O Creator, whose reason rules the world,
Who formed the starry heights above.
Timeless, unmoved yet you gave all things power to move.

Your nature perfect beauty,
You made the world in tenderness
With sights and sounds to stir us
To love the source of loveliness.

Spirit, give me power to climb
And wash in fountains filled with light.

Da fontem lustrare boni, The fountain of all good light,
da luce reperta the light revealed

2. The Farewell

Adapted from The Pilgrims’ Aiding
Mary MacDonald, crofter of Staoinibrig, South Uist, Scotland

God be with you in every pass, every hill and vale,
God be with you in every stream, headland, ridge and moor,
Each step of the journey you go.

God be with you on sea and land, every glen and vale,
God be with you in every stream, headland, ridge and shore,
Each step of the journey you go.

God be with you on every stream, billow and wave, and shore,
Each step of the journey you go.



TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS (CONT.)

3. Setting Out

Mechthild of Mageburg (c. 1207-1283)

O burning mountain,
O chosen sun, O perfect moon,
O fathomless well, O unattainable height,
O clearness beyond all measure, O Strength beyond resistance,
The humblest you created sings your praise.

4. Boundless

- Orchestral Movement -

5. Gone Bevond

Saint Ciaran of Clonmacnoise (c. 516-549)

O star-like sun, O guiding light,
O home of the planets,

O fiery-maned and marvellous One,
O fertile, undulating, fiery sea,
Forgive.

O fiery glow, O fiery flame,
Forgive.

Psalm 55:5

Timor et tremor venit super me Fearfulness and trembling are come upon
et operuit me caligo me, and horror hath overwhelmed me

6. Plea

Et dixi quis dabit mihi pennas columbae  And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove!
ut volem, et requiescam. or then I would fly away, and be at rest.

-. Homeward

Adapted from Psalm 139:10

Thy hand will lead you home.

(continued on pg. 7)



TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS (CONT.)

-. Homeward

Anicius Boethius (c. 480-524)

Tu requies tranquilla piis, You are the peaceful rest for souls,
te cernere finis, to see you is the end and the beginning.
Atque tuo splendore mica Shine forth in radiance;
Tu namque serenum for you are serene.

Your nature perfect beauty,
You made the world in tenderness
With sights and sounds to stir us
To love the source of loveliness.

Spirit, give me power to climb
And wash in fountains filled with light.

Da fontem lustrare, da luce reperta, The fountain of all good light, the light
te cernere finis revealed, to see you is the end and the
beginning.

JE VOUS SALUE MARIE

Je vous salue Mare comblée de grace le Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with
Seigneur est avec vous, thee.

vous €tes bénie entre toutes les femmes et Blessed art thou among women

Jésus votre enfantest béni. and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Sainte Marie Mere de Dieu priez pour Holy Mary, Mother of God,

nous, pauvres pécheurs maintenant et a pray for us sinners,

I’heure de notre mort. Amen, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Alléluia

YOU DO NOT WALK ALONE

May you see God’s light on the path ahead when the road you walk is dark. May you al-
ways hear even in your hour of sorrow, the gentle singing of the lark. When times are
hard may hardness never turn your heart to stone. May you always remember when

the shadows fall- You do not walk alone.
- Traditional Irish Blessing



CONDUCTOR & ACCOMPANISTS

DR. H. MORRIS STEVENS, JR. CONDUCTOR

Dr. H. Morris Stevens, Jr., is the Director of Music Ministry at St. Theresa Catholic Church in
Austin, Texas. In May 2020, he retired from St. Edward’s University where he served for 13 years as
Head of the Music Department. While at St. Edward’s University, he founded the Masterworks Project,
which became a leading Community Outreach Music program consisting of a large Chorus and full
Orchestra. During those 13 years, the Masterworks Singers toured every two years, and gave concerts
in such countries as Ireland, Scotland, Spain, Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia and Finland.

Dr. Stevens is recognized as a clinician/conductor of Honor Choirs in many states and
adjudicates choral competitions nationally. Throughout his career he has commissioned many new
choral works from outstanding composers. The Masterworks Singers have so far, commissioned four
major works with the support of the Edward D. Anderson Fund.

Dr. Stevens is most proud of his wonderful family, his wife Polly, his children, Sarah, Patrick and
Rebekah, their wonderful spouses, and his seven grandchildren, Ruaridh, Evie, Birdie, Margot, Murray,
Ruby Dru. & Benji

SUSAN NEFF, PIANIST
Susan Neff spent 32 years in the music/choral classroom retiring from public school teaching

in 2014. Her next three years she accompanied choirs in various school districts and supervised music
student teachers at the University of Texas. She returned to the private school classroom for 3 years
as the choral/piano teacher at Hyde Park High School. She now continues to accompany and consult
for school choir programs. She is also a pianist for the gam choir at St. Theresa Catholic Church in
Austin, Tx. She lives in Pflugerville where she loves spending time with her grown sons David and
Mark, daughter in law Lindsey, Ashley and special Mimi time with her grandsons Dylan & Carter.

JEAN FARRIS FULLER, ORGANIST

Jean Farris Fuller, a native of Tulsa, Oklahoma, has music degrees from Pittsburg State University,
Kansas (B.M.Ed.) and the University of Texas (M.M.) where she studied organ performance with

Dr. Frank Speller. During her 60 years of professional organ playing, she has held positions in Austin at
Central Christian Church, St. David's Episcopal Church, St. Theresa Catholic Church, and St. Matthew's
Episcopal Church; where she was Director of Music and Organist. A well-known organist/keyboardist
in Central Texas, she has accompanied major choral organizations (Chorus Austin, Conspirare,

Austin Vocal Arts Ensemble, UT Choral Department, community choirs and played in the Austin
Symphony Orchestra). Her one and only movie role is Waiting for Guffman which was released in 1997!

She has given numerous solo concerts in England, Wales, and Germany and in the United States
including First Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon and Kilgore, Texas; St. Thomas Church Fifth
Avenue, New York; The National Cathedral, Washington, D.C. and the UT Great Organ Series, Austin.

(continued on pg. 9)



CONDUCTOR & ACCOMPANISTS

JEAN FARRIS FULLER., ORGANIST (CONTINUED)

She is married to George, also retired as a helicopter pilot with the Army National Guard and together
they have two girls; Susan who lives in Victor, Idaho and Alli who lives in Stuttgart, Germany.
Her two grandsons, Magnus (8 years) and Benno (5 year) live in Germany, too!

VINCENT PHAM, ORGANIST
Known as an exciting and energetic performer, Vincent Pham is currently the Associate

Director of Music and Organist at St. Theresa Catholic Church in Austin. Vincent was formerly the
graduate assistant of the Organ Department at Baylor University, where he graduated in 2023 with a
MM in organ performance. Several of his former credentials include a BM from the Oberlin
Conservatory of Music and Organist at First Baptist Church of Austin. Vincent has studied with a
number of noteworthy organists, most notably Dr. Jonathan Moyer, Dr. Margaret Harper, Christa
Rakich and Dr. Isabelle Demers. As a concert organist, he has performed in venues such as the
Spreckels Organ Pavilion in San Diego, Stanford University’s Memorial Chapel, Christ Church
Cathedral in Houston and Bates Recital Hall at the University of Texas. He has also performed with the
Baylor Wind Ensemble and the UT Concert Chorale as a featured organist in collaborative works.
Known also as a vocalist, he has sung with the Oberlin College Choir, Oberlin’s Collegium Musicum,
the Baylor A Capella Choir and led a college acapella group. Vincent also has been a recipient of
awards such as the Jack Lasher Bach Award, the J&A Carney Scholarship, and the Richard Hudson
Scholarship and frequently performs in the Austin area. In his spare time, Vincent loves to disc golf,
cook and bake!

MARK STERN. ORGANIST

Mark Stern is a native Austinite and has lived in Central Texas his whole life. He joined the
Masterworks Singers in the Fall of 2016 and has been a tenor in the group ever since. He has a Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology, with a minor in Music, and a Master of Arts in Psychological Research.

During his undergraduate education, Mark studied organ with Dr. John Schmidt and is currently
studying organ privately with Dr. Eun Joo Fierro. Mark is Assistant Professor of Instruction in the
Department of Psychology at Texas State University and teaches a variety of classes, particularly in the
cognitive psychology field. In addition to his work at Texas State, Mark is the Organist at The Church at
Highland Park & Associate Organist at St. Theresa Catholic Church.
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Polly Stevens
Katie Vukovics

Martha Zornes
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ORCHESTRA PERSONNEL

WOODWINDS
Kyndra Cullen, Flute ++

Herson De la Garza, Oboe +*

BRASS
Cordell Foulk, Horn +
Nicoletta Pignatello, Horn +
Matthew Swihart, Trumpet +

Matthew Flores, Trombone +

PERCUSSION

Dan Dickinson, Percussion 1 +*

Jason Russell, Percussion 2 +*

PIANO

Susan Neff +*

ORGAN
Jean Farris Fuller ++
Mark Stern ++

Vincent Pham +*

VIOLIN I
Andrea Gore +*
Francesca Kelinsky +*
Annie Bowers +

Emma Palmer +*

VIOLIN II
Alexandra Stabrawa ++
Ellie Coleman ++
Laura DeGraw ++
Sia Reddy +

VIOLA
Robert Radmer -+
Lucia Woodruff -+

Bethany Wharton +

CELLO
John Cox +*
Mary Beth Widhalm ++

BASS

Amanda Aubrey -+

+ denotes Concert #1

* denotes Concert #2



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CONCERT #1

Rev. Larry Covington — Pastor, St. Theresa Catholic Church
Rev. Barry Cuba— Parochial Vicar, St. Theresa Catholic Church
The Hospitality Ministry at St. Theresa & Staff of St. Theresa Catholic Church

CONCERT #2

Rev. Pat Coakley — Pastor, St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church
Rev. Louis Brusatti—Senior Priest, St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church

Eric Carreiro — Director of Music , St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church

Dr. Don Anderson + Edward D. Anderson Foundation
Kathryn King Coleman + Jesse T. & Jodie E. King Foundation

This donation is given in hope for peace in our country and throughout the world.

OPEN INVITATION TO JOIN MASTERWORKS SINGERS

The Masterworks Singers organization is a community of individuals who love the best of cho-
ral music. Since its beginning, it has never excluded anyone who wished to experience the joy
of sharing the exploration of choral music with friends. We have the mission of peace through
the beauty of music. We continually invite all individuals who wish to share in this mission and
joy of music making to consider joining. To be included in the Masterworks Singers mailing
list, please email Dr. Morris Stevens at morris_stevens@masterworkssingers.org

DONATION QR CODE

Scan QR code or head to

www.masterworkssingers.org

for digital donations



